T Zell the decf chaecd
7 go of F Co he reco gass,
And a cowo is quiding us.
I reen on the borders of the land-
7he rany season of the newo and sharpen grass,
delieablicfagnnss, Covered tuth decor:
The £irst a/cy, we S/eep a the ford of Zd/a/,
delienblichagiass, covered coth deco:
T leave, Slack, Zhe dry season.

With ray comparions, toe discuss in Secret
And we call each sther by ocr names-

T call up of tis rame Chogpo Bamay——

g
&

And the red spear of Kads Kab Ama:

The sisters of 6&/@/ Zake the calabashes,
Bloc SitdSicle o aul be wlioc Sl

Ard 2hey bless Lheschancod],
And é/‘flg Us jas on the road.

I recdy o Ai

And I drink the bluebird— |

I sleco, north of Karkeeoay Kiver,
I stroke, only the bores resan.
Yesterdas, I ran coith UheaStyzeducormlicadalon /s
And coe run 2297 V2
Leaiing 2he vedisres sated.

Kerao s gHs stand wp and look +ar aoay,
Their hards carry gran nechlaces,
Bid woe are St/ on the other bank,
SZ‘oppeo/ cga/h A/ 2he //‘5/7%5 .
Me, yoctr ctuldy T coalk caug/tt in the crosstire,
/4/70/ A ge netde coith 72/ COMPCZ/?I.O/‘)\S :

OLEKORO gt~

BLACK BULL
July 2009.
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Black Bull & Iron Soil

The rainy season announces the pastures the cattle need. But
the grassy plains are located on the borders of Mursi area,
where they frequently encounter their enemies. Only mature
and courageous men venture there.

Mursi people burn the dried grass to favour its new growth.
The first days, the young grass grows on an ash-black soil.
This new grass is also called “black grass"”.

Naming someone is very important for Mursi people. Here,
the common use of mature men names means they consider
themselves as equals. Using the same kind of names unites
them before the fights.

Chagno Ramay means
Zenith Sheep

Rabi Kab’ania means
Muddy-Sided Citizen
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Before fighting or any other risky activity, women put on
men’s foreheads some black clay they prepared in specific
calabashes. They bless the men that may never come back.
They reassert a link with some strokes. In Mursi people, being
linked (with other persons or things that are same-coloured)
is the life essence. Being linked protects.

On several occasions, OLEKORO mentions the women from
his own clan. Woman is generally considered as the
household towards which one ever comes back. A stability
and a continuity war can not break.

OLEKORO drinks his “Hamoe” colour (CHAGE). Not only he
drinks the milk from his CHAGE-coloured cow, but also he
metaphorically feeds on his elder brother to gain strength.

Teogolony means
Red Stick

When the fighters come back, women put grain necklaces
around their neck on the occasion of a reintegration ritual.

One goes on war naked. Wearing clothes would mean hide
oneself. The naked bodies only wear paintings. In this
meaning, nudity beautifies the body and prepares it for war,
as the uniform does in other cultures.

"Zilue a gashay", shield poem



